The  Crowd in  Peace and War

A crowd is, in fact, like an explosive. It can easily be
fired, and the result, if it is fired casually, is likely to be
highly disastrous. It may even go off, as mobs do, by
spontaneous ignition. On the other hand, its powers
may be utilised to accomplish great ends, and have been
so utilised throughout the ages in which civilisation has
been slowly growing. For crowds are the nest and abid-
ing place of ideals, and it has been by ideals that man
has been raised from the level of the beast. A crowd
lacks reason, but possesses faith. The ideals of a St.
Francis, for instance, first form a crowd and then by it
regenerate the world. In the succession of ideals has
been the life of the human soul, and he who shall write
the history of that succession, as no one has yet at-
tempted to write it, will produce the story of the
growth of humanity. Once an ideal has become incor-
porated in a crowd, it must stand its trial in the great
inquest of the world. If it be a right and noble ideal,
the crowd prospers and spreads, engulfing more and more
individuals and inspiring them, and through them the
generations that are to follow. If it be a vile ideal,
resistance will rise up against it and the crowd that is
formed upon it will fail. The ideal of might is now
upon its trial, and the world has risen up against it and
said No! to it, and the crowd that is animated by it has
not succeeded yet.

When we have said this much we have really explained
nothing; we have but stated the existence of certain
phenomena which those who look can behold. The rela-
tion of man to man is still a dark mystery which science has
scarcely yet attempted to lighten. What is it that gives
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